NOVEBUR 1982 lil yp lleva 


EXCURSION =INEW/S SEER T 


Meeting 5th November — Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: 
ir. S. Craig - "Forest Management and Wildlife 

Meeting 3rd December — lir.D.Gibbons —-"Owls." Conservation." 

Venue 5S.M.B.,Barkly St. 

Excursion 7+h November — Sunday - Full Dey —- Iells Gully 
Léader Mrs. M. Rotheram. 

Excursion 5th Decemter — Christmas #xcursion — Richards Camp, - 

“Mt. Cole. Leader Dr. I. Harrap. 


President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 301651 sd as specinees are held In the Administrat- 

on Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing as 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 32 7721 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


f BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


CAMP - OUT, WIIPSTICK -19,20,21 NOVUMBMR 
raked Ane mmo Deemed bn adnan ad nee acer nalortertenn = mil LS Lerma clet hi, bb alta tee 1, 
A definite response as to the number of members 
attending is required at tonic¢ht's mecting. 


CUINWS SHAMP / FRLLS GULLY EXCURSTON. 

Due to the lack of water the scheduled excursion 
to the Clunes Swamp on Sunday 7th November has been 
chanred to Fells Gully. 


Our cover: Surar Glider, from a slide by 
= Stella Bedgrood,. 


MICROSCOPIC ACUATIC LIFR.—-Speaker Mr. P.Genery, 
lst October 1982. 

We go through life, most of us anyway, taking 
little note of everyday occurrences,scareely seeing 
them, or knowing much about them. However, at our last 
meeting, Mr. Genery showed us that even ina drop of 
water there can be some 20 animals, revealed only by 
the microscope. Film taken using the microscope as the 
camera lens revealed a fascinating world of eating, 
breeding, livins, dying and fighting, perhaps not so ' 
different from our own world, thouch less complicated. 

Rotifers are one of the comnon animals.Known 
only to microsopists and geologists they display some 
truly fantastic shapes with rapid, almost incessant 
motion. They are characterized by a crown of cillay 
which serve both for locomotion and bringing in food. 
The movine cilla. five the appearance of a revolving 
wheel, hence the name phylum rotifera (wheel bearers). 

Another animal, the protoyoa c:n be divided 
into 5 clesses according to the method of locomotion — 
flagellates, amoeboid protozoa, spore formers, 
cilliates ond suctorians. They are found the world over 
as they are c»rried en birds'feet, biown in dust, 
and are also water-borne, Should pools dry up, eges 
remain in the dry mud until the next rain. The word 
protozoa means first animals, so named as it is believed 
that these were the first animals to ap:ear on earth. 

This was a most interestinc evenine, members 
showine their avpreciation to ir. Genery with thanks 
and acclamation. 

].Wink. 
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DALYENONG —A HAVEN OR HOWEYRATIRS. 


Dalyenons, some 10: km or so east of Stuart Mill 
was the area chosen by Jean Spicer for our excursion 
on Qct. 3rd 1982. For most of us this was our first 
visit to the area:‘and it certainly should not be our 
last. The floras] reserve that the eleven members ::nd 
friends initially visited w:s immensely rewarding in 
its bird snecies, and its potential as a wild flower 
and bird reserve was easy to see even in a dry year. 

My total for the day wis just over fifty birds 
including seven honeyeaters (to this list as you will 
see we added a further two snecies the following 
Saturday). Tarlier in the week Jean had d@scribed a 
bird which could only be a black honeyeater — and 
after about; an hour in this reserve thare they were. 
Tven the call had been faithfully remembered. 

We, had already seen a large number of white- 
browed wood swallows, hooded robin, a nest of yellow- 
tufted heneyeaters ( to which Veter Fry painstakingly 
returned a wanderine youngster), immature jecky winter, 
bleck-chinned honeyeater(always a vleasant survrise), 
eastern sbrike-tit and msny more. 

But there the black honeyenters were — seemingly 
all around us-male and femele displaying and chisine 
as if the stage was set for breedine. We saw two miles 
and two females at least,and senerally in comneny. 

A new and very excitinp bird for nearly all of us - 
mine a fleeting rlimvse some 6 weeks earlier and 
nearly 900 km further north in the Sturt National Park. 

Wot that the black honeyeater wis the only 
surprise. There was another bird, which must hve been 
immature, which I was not certain of until the following 
Saturday —- this was the chestnut — tailed thornbill. 
Distribution acain normelly further north ~— the Readers! 
Dicest book of Birds correctly says "the chestnut — 
tailed thornbill appears to be more mobile thon other 
thornbills. It will reappear suddenly on the frinze of 
its ranre after an absence of years, probably because 
of droucht".There were several birds on the reserve 
on October ?th. 


And what else pena ve left the Race nve to fo 
Dalyenong Homestead for Lunch —divimond firetail, 


poshawk, little eaple and three species of lorikeet - 
the sky was shot through with smell croups of hurtling 
lorikeets: little,musk,and nurple-crowned;and western 
warbler. 

Lunch and the early oart of the afternoon was 
spent at Dalyenone [omestead,oririnally established 
in 1845 and vrobably the oldest occupied homestend 
in the district. The house has "vresencé"in one room, 
handmide bricks some imprinted its believed with the , 
prints of animals paws, hand made nails, and quaint ' 
Englism Fireplace and Victorian wallnapers. Under the ‘ 
house is a lorre cellar where in o wet year the bottles 
must have been submersed under a hirh water table. 
We are rrateful to “ir. and Mrs. Cowles for showing us 
over the house and resret to say that it is not open 
for public viewing. ; 

The rest of the afternoon was passed in th 
bush, in part by a larze dam. Here we were watched 
from aloft hy an impassive white-necked heron, and 
by the wary honeyeaters and occasional white-browed 
woodswallows who came in to drink. ; 

Our plant list included the following: 
Acacias: acinacea, paradoxa, genistifolia, pycnantha, 
Casuarina sp.,Grevillea alvine, Leucopogon spey 
Lentospernum sp.,Thysanotus patersonii (the twining 
fringe lily),Pimelea sp., Dianella revoluta. 

A very rewarding, happy day. 


YOU OUGI'T TO BR CONGRATULATISD , 
(with acknowledsements to llorence Williamson) 


Three cheers for Jeen Svicer, 
the rare animals! friend 
And one for the thylacine . 
she saw round the bend. 


As a rarity sootter 
well no one can beat her ' 
Just add to her list 
the Black floneyeater. 


G ROVIL. 
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REPORT OF WV. .N.C.A..iteeting held at Clunes 
Town Hall -— Saturdsy 23rd October 1952 at 8 vei. 


The main topics discussed were: 

Wildlife manarement -.Report by ir. N. McWarlane 
from Mid—Murray I'.N.C. concerning the over — 
population of some wildlife, eos. kanzvroos. Vhe 
neeting decided "That this Association urces 

the C.C.V. to adont a policy of wildliie 
manarement on all crown lands, wildlife reserves 
and national parks, with varticular resord to 
kangaroos: the object be to meiatain a reason - 
able population consistent with the conservation 
of natural herbare and shrubs in the reserves, 


“and better farmer/park relationships outside 


the reserves’. 

Installation of New President end Sec./Treas. 
President: Mr. Trevor Pescott (asciane) 
Sec./freas.: ‘Mrs Gwen Skinner (Colac). 

The A.C. Beuslehole Trust Wund. 

Members elected as trustees for the ensuing 

12 months were: 

Mr. A. Perry (re-elected), ir.T Pescott, 
Mr. De Nicholls. f 

The fourth nomination will be accepted later 
and will yrobably be a Portland menber. 

Wiuch discussion followed the report that the 
Trust Fund is now exhausted of funds. lowever, 
Kineston Tours reported profitable returns and 
with this money and the income from continuins 
sales of published works, the future situation 
no doubt would improve. In the meantime it was 
decided that no further expenses be incurred 
apart from postuge and allied costs. 
A motion was passed. that future suoners be of a 


‘simpler nature e.s. biscuits and m yhe scones. 


Mr. Cliff Beuglehole was presented with a 
4o year Certificate by ilendy Clarke of the F.N.C.Y. 


P.osturohy. 


Reports of the exursionswild be vublished in 


a loter news letter.. 


BIRD WATCHING IN TUG BACK GARDEN 


Amateur bird watching has undergone a transition in 
recent years. There has been a movement away £rom the 
production of species lists for an area and "twitching 
"Mritchins" refers to "twitchers" — people whose chief 
aim is to record the maximum number of bird species 
vossible for a siven area. 

It has becn realised that the energies involved in 
these activities produce very little information for 
the effort required. One can but hope that the sum: 
total of amateur ornithology would not simply be 
' "lists" of various kinds. 

A bird list provides very little information other 
‘thanthat "x" species were observed. on a specified day. 
No data are collected as to the abundance of each species, 
Lists do not reveal the relative rareness or abundance 
of each snecies, so that the status of the species can- 

“not be rel:ted to the length of time of observation — 
siuply it is not known whether ponulations are in- 
creasing or decreasing. 

"Twitching" is totally unvroductive although it 
aay serve soue recreational function. 

With the current trend to an increasing price of 
travel, ornitholopists may be financizlly forced to 
limit their excursions. This may not be as disastrous 
adit first seems. Bird watching in the back garden 
can be not only a lot of fun but very informative. In 
ornitholopical areas there has been a ery for a long 
time for research activities to concentrate on urban 
species - particularly birds of an exotic origin. 

Very little is known about urban birds. Are their 
nuabers incrensinp or decreasing? Does plantiny native 
vlants encourare native birds? What management techniques 
c.n be used to reduce exotic bird populations? What:is 
the relationship between exotic and native birds? So 
meny questions end no answers!}} 

several month aro I asked members of the Ballarat 
F.N.C. to trivl a simvle exercise in gainisg some basic 
information on urbiin birds. In its simplest terms, ob- 
servers were asked to record the birds they saw in their 
backearden. This was not a list but the abundance, 
activity, and substrate were recorded as well. 


6. 


Data were collected fron three sites —- ‘lendouree. 
Ballaratcentral and east: and Nt. elen. Une hus to be 
careful with any detailed annlysis because of variations 
in identification ability: number of observations; 
visibility of species; size of earden and many other 
factors. lowever sone preliminary informition can be 
extracted from the data. 


Table I shows the svecies observed and the ner — 
centarve occurrence in each habitat. Althoush some of 
the results are self explanatory it miy be important 
to note sever] faators. Mt. tlelen, as one would 
expect, produced the sreatest snecies richness (but 
note that indroduced species forin the bulk of’ the 
observationi:). Introduced species were abundant in 
all habitats, but native species such as CUriticon 
Rosella, Australian Marpie and astern Spinebil] 
were also ubiquitous. 

Although any study like this is only in its 
embryonic stares, it can be clearly seeu that a 
wealth of information that could be extracted fro 
a long term study, 

Do these birds stay in the garden all yeur? Are 
urban hnbitats winter refuges for Crimson Rosellas? 
Are house sparrows becoming more abundant? Does the 
abundance of Blackbirds relate inversely to the 
distance of the site from central Ballarat? What 
is the effect on the garden bird life of adding or 
removing particular nlants? 

I-am sure that one can learn a creat deal from 
these exercises, and the information may be of direct 
concern to our own urbiin environment. All JT cin do is 
to urse any interested person or sroun to start such 
a survey TODAY! IT hope that you will find it interestins 
and enjoyable. It will be a lot more profitable than’ 
"listine" or "twitching", and certainly cheaner!!$ 


Thanks to those members who participated. 


SPRL ODVERVSO Tt URBAN HABTPARS DURTNG WINER 1982. 


TARLE 1 
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eee 
Cony Trae 
a! Kom Rois) 


Wastern 
Crimson 


ORSURVED 


Rosella 


Roselln 


Australian “asnie 
fustralian “ecnie lark 


Raven + 


Crey Curravons 


Yellow-faced honeyester 
White-plumed honeyeater 


Bastern 


Spinebill 


Red Wattle bird 
Striated thornbill 


Yellow tailed (rumned) thornbill 


Brown thornbi tl. 
folden Whistler 
Super) Pairy ‘ren 


Scarlet 
Spotted 


Robin 
pardelote 


Grev fantail 


Silverere 
Blackhird 


++ 


Comnon starling 
House sporrow 4-+ 


Pigeon 


+1! 


Little wittlebird 
corey shrike-thrush 


++ introduced 


++’ oresumed to be feral piveon 


++ 


+ species unknown 
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